
HSA Meeting 04-04-2019 MINUTES,  Time/Location: 6:30pm at A Tutti Ristorante  
HSA Board Members Attending: Dan M, Alyssa B, Kellie R, Elisabeth C, Stef T 
 
Dan M: Officially Started Meeting at 6:30 

● Welcome and Motion to Approve March Minutes - Approved 
● Open Discussion for Attendees:  

○ Confirmed it’s true Ms. Yoder (CW’s K-1 Teacher) is coming back (Week of April 8). 
Those in attendance with kids who had her in the past were thrilled to hear the news and 
said K1 students and families will be very happy to have her back at CW.  

○ Pretzel Park playground in Manayunk is being redone. Grand re-opening is 5/18. 
Cook-Wissahickon HSA is invited to have a free information table at the event and CW 
families encouraged to attend the event May 18 from 10 am to 2 pm.  

○ Question about when March uniform orders will be in. Will be distributed week of April 8. 
○ CW Site Selection: Need parent on panel to be involved in interviews for open positions 

at CW. Could be 24+ interviews over the next 6 or more weeks. Dan McGurk was 
nominated - said his schedule will allow him to be available and has experience 
interviewing/hiring. CW parent Joanne W-G filled this role previously and offered the 
following overview of the role in writing to HSA: “Sitting down with staff/principal and 
reviewing resumes and then interviewing various candidates. It’s a great opportunity to 
work with others in the school and get a sense of what each candidate has to offer. 
There’s generally a wide variety in terms of experience, skills, and ability to interview. I 
always want to know why a candidate wants to come to Cook and these answers vary 
widely. My goal has always been to gauge candidates’ investment and dedication as well 
as skills. As a parent, I always want to know how and why you want to work w my 
children.” Attendees commented that one of the biggest issues is communication - they’d 
want to know that a teacher would be accessible to parents and offer clear options for 
communication. Biz C called for vote to approve Dan as new parent rep. All voted in 
favor.  

○ Parent in attendance asked the best way to find out when events are happening at 
school, with HSA, etc. HSA sends out weekly (every Sunday evening) and monthly 
emails with news for the week.  

■ Subscribe to email here and add cookwisshsanews@gmail.com to your address 
book 

■ Connect on social media https://www.facebook.com/cookwiss/ or 
https://twitter.com/CookWissHSA or the Friends of Groups 

■ Visit www.cookwissahickonhsa.com  
○ Yearbooks: Last year’s 8th Grade Class never received yearbooks. It seems some 

families paid via graduation dues, but not enough money was collected - they are 
finalized but not printed because of lack of payment. HSA will look into status and see if 
there’s anything that we can help with (need to determine money needed, etc.) 

○ Dan (HSA President) announced he nominated and the HSA board approved two 
positions that need to be filled before the next general election - Recording Secretary will 
now be Janine Simek (Stefanie Tuleya has been filling Recording and Corresponding 
Secretary Roles. Will now just be Corresponding Secretary) and new Fundraising 
Coordinator will be Gina Snyder (Margaret Neary will continue on committee)-Janine will 
start in May. Gina will transition into the role this summer, while Margaret & Gina S. work 
together on the Fundraising Committee 

● Teacher Representative: Ms. Kimmel 
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○ Asked for help with laundering of smocks used in art classes. Need to be cleaned about 
once a month. HSA will help her look for volunteers 

○ Looking for parent volunteers to help with yearbook club (Tuesdays 8:15-8:45 am and 
3:30-4:30). She also noted that the process for yearbooks is different this year. It’s being 
created on a site that families will be able to order yearbooks from directly. Yearbook fees 
are not part of graduation fees this year.  

● March Treasurer’s Report: Elisabeth C. 
○ Current balance as of 02/28/19: $14,355.55 
○ The uniform sale fundraiser for learning and autistic support classrooms raised $600 - 

each class will get $150. 
○ Working to reconcile the 2018-19 Annual budget - this was a new process this year, so 

there were many unknowns in terms on income and expenses. Reviewing actuals for this 
year and trying to finalize upcoming costs to move forward on starting next school year’s 
budget. More to come at May meeting. 

● Fundraising Update 
○ Dan said he’s extremely grateful to all the volunteers who have stepped up to take 

letter/packets put together by the fundraising committee to local business. We have some 
new sponsors - and volunteers are working hard on getting more company donations. 
Thanks also to the fundraising committee for all their hard work! Thanks to the parent 
volunteers who have been working hard to bring in donations (Alyssa B, Ashley J, Biz C, 
Brandy I, Carma McD, Christine F, Damon Y, Dan M, Elyse C, Gina B, Gina S, Gretchen 
H, Gus D, Jaclyn O, Janine S, Jasmine F, Jennifer McC, Joanne WG, John McC, Kellie 
R, Leigh G, Liz F, Margie N, Marian McF, Melanie M, Naima PY, Nicole K, Sarah U, 
Susanna K, Toni C) 

○ Dine to Donate Events: 
■ Spicy Belly and Tony Roni’s in March had great support - Will report totals as 

soon as we have them. 
■ Next Dine to Donate: Monday, April 29 from 6 to 9 pm at Hilltown Tavern 

○ 5K Update: Kellie 
■ 5K committee came with list of potential names for the 5k on 9/21, which will 

have a tie-in to 50th Anniversary. Voted - Peace, Love, and Run 5K won 
■ Theme will go with 50th anniversary, 1969-70 time frame. May do white shirts 

and have tie dye station 
■ Proceeds will benefit 50th Anniversary Campaign goals  

● Volunteering Update 
○ BOGO Book Fair: Thank you to all the volunteers. (Ashley R., Cammy J., Chelsea F., 

Cheryl WM, Dan M., Elisabeth C., Janine Simek, Jennifer L., Jill D., Karleen M., Kelle S., 
Laura L., Margie N., Sarah U., Susanna K., Tony C., and students Chloe C and Justin H) 

○ Clearances: As of meeting there are 82 fully cleared volunteers to date—keep up the 
great work! Email cookwisshsa@gmail.com if you have questions about your status. Visit 
https://www.philasd.org/face/volunteer/ to start the process.  

○ Teacher Appreciation Event - we will do a breakfast on 5/10. Alyssa B. to take point on 
organizing needs. Parents Chelsea and Kelci also volunteered to help. Will be asking 
families to donate food, paper goods, and some volunteers will be needed to help set up, 
serve, clean up. Details to come. 

○ Lots of upcoming Volunteer needs (HSA to keep sharing - would be good to get class 
parents to share info as well): 
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■ 4/13: WSC Clean-up Day. The Wissahickon Sustainability Council will be 
working with Jefferson University students to put down landscape cloth and 
mulch around the street trees surrounding Cook-Wissahickon’s school grounds. 
Gloves and water will be provided. Children welcome! Sign up to help! 

■ 4/22: WSC Spring Clean Up. Come out to volunteer as part of our Earth Day 
Clean Up! This clean up is in partnership with other local neighborhood schools. 
We will pick up trash, weed, mulch, and do other maintenance. Sign up here! 

■ 4/26: Spring Movie Night! We’re showing Jumanji (1995) on our “lawn area” at 
dusk! Volunteers needed for concession stand, cooking, selling glow sticks, set 
up, clean up, and more. Sign up here to volunteer! 

■ 5/2-4: Beauty and the Beast Jr - volunteers needed during performances (sign 
up here) as well as for remaining practices (sign up here). 

■ 5/7: WSC Earth Day Celebration with CW Classes. Volunteers can expect to 
serve in various capacities to aid the WSC team and partner organizations 
throughout the day, with activities like assisting children with crafts or guiding 
children through Earth Day activities. Volunteer here to help! 

○ Library - WePac volunteers staff CW library on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Need more 
volunteers for those days. With more volunteers library could be open more. Dan going to 
get a bit more information on what they need. HSA will help recruit - post on CW FB page 
and in neighborhood groups - could be people in neighborhood, retirees, etc., who can 
help. Does not just have to be parents.  

○ Field Day - will be 5/28. HSA to speak with Mr. Lowe to determine what our role is/what’s 
needed. If HSA handling shirt order, requesting food donations, etc., we’d like to get 
started ASAP. Dan/Biz/Stef to coordinate needs and determine if committee or lead 
volunteer from HSA will be needed. 

● Committees Update 
○ By-laws Committee: Updates about 75% complete. HSA board working to update/revise.  
○ 50th Anniversary Committee: Olivia B. who is at CW now and worked there starting in 

1970 is on board to help. Group is working to connect with alums, get news, market the 
event.  

○ Holiday Shop Committee: We’ll try to put together in Aug/Sept 
○ Hospitality Committee was suggested - to help Volunteer coordinator with thanking 

volunteers, possibly taking on teacher appreciation events, etc. Discussion tabled until 
next meeting. 

● Wissahickon Sustainability Council Update: Have several clean-up and Earth Day events coming 
up - need volunteers (See above in Volunteer Update)  

● HSA Meeting adjourned 8:20 
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